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FROM THE CHAIRMAN 
 
 
I would like to thank the large number of you who so kindly responded to my recent letter 
regarding the necessary changes within our Club. In the main, these were highly supportive and 
have encouraged our committee to exert maximum effort in order to secure the future of our 
Club.  
 
 
On the financial front, our new Treasurer has instigated a far more robust system of control and 
regular reporting and he will be sending a statement to all members once the year-end accounts 
have been completed. 
 
 
Volunteer needed to assist with promotions 
We urgently need assistance to help with promotions and marketing and we would welcome 
anyone who would like to contribute in this vital area. If you are interested then please contact 
our secretary, Ian Slater: iw.slater@ntlworld.com  
 
 
Email addresses 
As a major means of communication, it is very important for us to have as complete a list of 
membersô email addresses as possible. If you have not yet sent us yours - or if you have not yet 
received any recent email communication from us, please email your address to: 
margaretmurphy567@gmail.com 
 
 
Standing orders 
For those who pay their membership subscription by standing order, please make the 
necessary change to reflect the new increased rates. These apply from 1st January 2019 and 
are £25 single or £35 joint membership. 
 
 
Club website 
Have you recently looked at our website? It contains all the latest news of planned events and 
itôs your sole means of accessing Harmony magazine. The website address is: 

www.musicclublondon.com 
 
 
Future events 
Many of the responses to my recent letter indicated a wish for more ñout of Londonò events, 
Aldeburgh being a prime example. I have been in recent discussion with Mastersingers and I 
am pleased to report that they are planning, in conjunction with Opera Cameratina, a further 
three day musical and operatic weekend in Aldeburgh. Please pencil 24th to 26th April 2020 into 
your diary. Further details will follow in due course. 
 
 

On behalf of our Committee, may I take this opportunity to wish all of our 
members a very pleasant festive season and a highly musical New Year! 

 
 

Michael Bousfield 
 

mailto:iw.slater@ntlworld.com
mailto:margaretmurphy567@gmail.com
https://eur02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fmusicclublondon.com%2F&data=02%7C01%7C%7Ce2237f821a02432b09df08d64e537b9a%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C636782517788250306&sdata=VzTscVxXbRDfqn9ROXeNl6ixD%2B%2FT9vpVJv78VWuOEGs%3D&reserved=0
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SIEGFRIED ACT II 
Sung in Andrew Porter's celebrated translation 

 

A WORKSHOP WITH SIR JOHN TOMLINSON 
2pm to 6pm Saturday 12th January 2019 

Rivercourt Methodist Church, King St, Hammersmith (Opposite Ravenscourt Park ) 
Admission: A minimum donation of £10 per head. (Cheques payable to Mastersingers) 
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Music Club of London Programme: January to April 2019 
 

6pm Thursday 24th January 
 

JOHN RUTTERôS REQUIEM 
 

St Stephenôs Church, 39 Walbrook EC4 8BN 
(  Bank: 2 mins) 

 
Oakhan School Chamber Choir 

Brandenburg Sinfonia 
Conductor: Peter Davies 

 

 
 

Immediately behind the Mansion House, the church of St Stephen, Walbrook has an interior that 
is one of Sir Christopher Wrenôs masterpieces. The beautiful circular dome, 63 feet high and 
carried by eight arches supported on Corinthian columns, was wrecked by bombs in 1941, but 
finely restored in 1954. The stone lion with its carved wood cover, the fine carved pulpit and 
elaborate sounding-board and the altar rails are of Wrenôs time, but the combined organ and 
doorcase at the west end were introduced in 1765. On the north wall is a painting of the 
martyrdom of St Stephen by the American artist, Benjamin West. 
 
In a world where so many composers believe music is no longer primarily about melody, John 
Rutter stands out as someone who defiantly bucks that trend. Nowhere is this more evident 
than in his glorious Requiem. Composed in 1985, the work is reminiscent of Fauréôs Requiem 
for its simplicity, its brevity and its rich choral writing. The gloriously pure Pie Jesu is a real 
highlight, as is the Requiem Aeternam which opens the work. Rutterôs Requiem thoroughly 
earns its status as one of the most popular compositions of recent times. 
 

The concert lasts approximately one hour without an interval. 
Marjorie Wilkins will book a table at a nearby restaurant for after the concert 

so please let us know if you would like to join us for a meal. 
Tickets: £14 



 6 

Music Club of London Programme: January to April 2019 
 

11.30am Sunday 27th January 
Wigmore Hall, 36 Wigmore Street, W1U 2BP 

 

BORODIN QUARTET 
With Michael Collins, clarinet 

 
Prokofiev String Quartet No. 2 in F Op.92 
Mozart Clarinet Quintet in A K581 

 
 
Written during a period of evacuation in 1941, in his Second Quartet Prokofiev made use of folk 
material from the area of Kabardino-Balkaria, even imitating the sound of the kamancheh, a 
Caucasian stringed folk instrument, in the slow movement. 
 
The Quintet for Clarinet and Strings is Mozart's only completed clarinet quintet and is one of the 
earliest and best-known works written especially for the instrument. It remains to this day one of 
the most admired of the composer's works. 
 

The Borodin Quartet is one of the world's longest-lasting string quartets, having marked its 70th-

anniversary season in 2015. Although it has seen many personnel changes in its lifespan, all 

quartet members have been graduates of the Moscow Conservatory.  

 

 
 
Professor of Clarinet at the Royal College of Music, Michael Collins is one of the most complete 
musicians of his generation. With a continuing, distinguished career as a soloist, he has in 
recent years also become highly regarded as a conductor and in 2010 took the position of 
Principal Conductor of the City of London Sinfonia. Recent guest conducting and play-directing 
highlights have included engagements with the Philharmonia Orchestra, Academy of St Martin 
in the Fields, Ulster Orchestra, and the Hyogo Performing Arts Center Orchestra in Japan.  
 

Tickets: £14 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Moscow_Conservatory
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Music Club of London Programme: January to April 2019 
 

7.30pm Thursday 14th February 
Cadogan Hall, 5 Sloane Terrace SW1X 9DQ 

 

VALENTINEôS DAY OPERA GALA 
 

Royal Philharmonic Orchestra 
Conductor: Gad Kadosh 
Soprano:  Elin Pritchard 
Tenor:  Samuel Sakker 

 

    
 
For one night only, allow yourself to be swept off your feet for an evening of passion and drama 
from the world of opera. This Valentineôs Day Gala concert brings you outstanding overtures, 
poignant arias and exquisite duets from some of the worldôs favourite operas, all beautifully 
performed within the intimate surroundings of Cadogan Hall. 
 
The programme will include music from: La Bohème 

Tosca 
Madame Butterfly 
La Traviata 
Gianni Schicchi 
Rigoletto 
Carmen 
Rosalka 
The Merry Widow 
Manon Lescaut 

 
Video links: 
 

Elin Pritchard:  www.youtube.com/watch?v=ZMpWzy5h16Y 
 

Samuel Sakker:  www.youtube.com/watch?v=BdFjlptyJXs 
 
 

Tickets: £16 (including complimentary programme) 
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Music Club of London Programme: January to April 2019 
 

1.30pm Saturday, 23rd February 
Royal Opera House, Covent Garden 

 

 
 

Principals: Femu Kaneko and Cesar Corrales 
 
Petipa choreographed the central romantic roles of Basilo and Kitri in Don Quixote with Russian 
classical brilliance and style. These remain wonderful showcases for the leading dancers of 
todayôs Royal Ballet, especially in Carlos Acostaôs production. This vibrant staging brings 
together the whole company in such roles as exuberant villagers, passionate gypsies and even 
fantasy flowers.  The story follows Don Quixoteôs picaresque journey to do deeds in honour of 
his imaginary noble lady Dulcinea.  Sunny, charming, funny and touching Don Quixote is a 
ballet as full of uplifting emotion as it is of astonishing ballet technique. 
 

 
 

Tickets: £33 
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Music Club of London Programme: January to April 2019 
 

7pm Monday, 4th March 
Guildhall School of Music and Drama, Silk Street EC2Y 8DT 

 

 
 

Conductor: Dominic Wheeler 
Director; Martin Lloyd-Evans 

 
Guildhall Schoolôs award-winning Opera department presents Benjamin Brittenôs charming 
interpretation of Shakespeareôs magical tale of lovers, fairies and comic mix-ups, one of the 
most popular of all 20th-Century operas. 
 

Brittenôs score characterises the various groups in the action with strongly differentiated 
musical colours: the bright, percussive sounds of harps, keyboards and percussion for 
the fairy world, warm strings and wind for the pairs of lovers, and lower woodwind and 
brass for the mechanicals. 
 
This opera must be counted as one of the most successful operatic adaptations of a 
Shakespeare play. It is possibly the most beguiling and enchanting of all Britten's 
operas, a work with a spellbinding atmosphere that inhabits a unique, dreamlike world. 
 

Tickets £15 
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Music Club of London Programme: January to April 2019 
 

7.30pm Saturday, 9th March 
Queen Elizabeth Hall, Southbank 

 

AN EVENING WITH DAME DIANA RIGG 
 
Delve into Dame Diana Riggôs career, which has spanned much-loved roles from The Avengersô 
Emma Peel to Lady Oleanna Tyrell in Game of Thrones, in an evening of discussion with writer 
and broadcaster Edward Seckerson. 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

Tickets £25 



 11 

Music Club of London Programme: January to April 2019 
 

2.30pm Thursday, 28th March 
Sadlerôs Wells Theatre, Rosebery Avenue, EC1R 4TN 

 

NORTHERN BALLET: VICTORIA 
 

 
 

Passion, tragedy, fierce devotion. Victoria tells the astounding life story of Queen Victoria 
through the eyes of her youngest child and lifelong companion Beatrice. Travelling back in time 
from Victoriaôs death bed, Beatrice relives her memories of her mother as a secluded widow 
before discovering her anew as she transcribes the Queenôs intimate diaries. 
 
From the accession of the teenage princess Victoria, Beatrice uncovers her motherôs 
challenging relationship with her own mother; the truth about her passionate marriage to Prince 
Albert; and her ambiguous relationship with John Brown; as well as key events of her reign from 
the Opium Wars to the Great Exhibition. Wife, mother, lover, Empress; Victoria presents the 
various, often conflicting faces of this emblematic monarch, and shows how an act of daughterly 
devotion became one of historyôs most notorious revisions 
 
Queen Victoriaôs irrepressible love for Albert sparked a royal dynasty, but his untimely death 
brought the worldôs most powerful woman to her knees with grief. Victoria features dramaturgy 
by Uzma Hameed and an original score by Philip Feeney. 
 
Northern Balletôs reputation for outstanding narrative works has been sealed by their 
sensational streak of award-winning and critically acclaimed productions. Following the success 
of her adaptations of Jane Eyre and Ethan Frome, Cathy Marstonôs new ballet reveals the life of 
one of historyôs most intriguing women.  
 

Tickets: £25.60 
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Music Club of London Programme: January to April 2019 
 

6.15pm Tuesday, 2nd April 
Cinema 2 Barbican (Enter via Beech Street) 

 

LA FORZA DEL DESTINO 
Relayed live from the Royal Opera House 

 

 
 

Christof Loy directs a star-studded cast of singers, including Anna Netrebko, Jonas Kaufmann 
and Christopher Maltman in Verdiôs epic opera relayed live from the Royal Opera House in a 
staging from Amsterdam packed with colour and action. Christopher Loy, continues his 
partnership with conductor Antonio Pappano for this performance of an opera that demands the 
very best of singers and the fullest theatrical treatment for its story of bitter revenge across the 
years. 
 
La forza del destino is one of Verdi's most ambitious scores. Its overture - which introduces us 
to the sinister motif signifying Fate - is one of his most memorable. The opera also contains 
some of Verdiôs most brilliant choral writing, including Act IIIôs stirring óRataplanô chorus, and 
several beautiful and intimate arias such as Leonora's ardent Act IV 'Pace, pace mio Dio!'.  
 
There's comedy too with the scenes for the greedy monk Fra Melitone. Christof Loy's colourful 
and spectacular production reflects the kaleidoscopic nature of Verdi's opera, where intense 
personal dramas play out against a background of war, and in which religion plays an 
ambiguous role. 
 
Distinct from opera in the theatre, the close-ups on a live cinema relay make you feel you're on 
stage with the singers. At the same price for a ticket in the amphitheatre at the back of Covent 
Garden you can feel as if you're in the best seat in the house. 
 

Tickets: £21 
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Music Club of London Programme: January to April 2019 
 

THE MERCHANT TAYLORSô HALL 
10.20 for 10.30am Friday 18th January 2019 

30 Threadneedle Street, EC2R 8JB  Bank 
 

 
 
The Merchant Taylorsô Company is one of the Great Twelve livery companies of the City of 
London and was granted its first Charter in 1327. Its most lucrative activities in medieval times 
were the making of tents and the padded linen tunics worn under armour. In due course it 
became the inspecting authority for the measures used in the selling of cloth in the City and at 
fairs. 
 
The Company nowadays has no links with the trade but is a charitable institution with a 
particular interest in education, awarding exhibitions and scholarships at Oxford and Cambridge 
and other educational establishments and governing Merchant Taylorsô School at Northwood 
and other Merchant Taylorsô schools across the country, as well as almshouses in Lewisham. 
 
The Hall has stood on its present site, acquired in 1331, since it was built in the mid-14th 
Century. It is reputed to be the scene of the first singing of the National Anthem in 1607. It lost 
its roof and interior in the Great Fire of London and was restored by Edward Jarman, re-opening 
in 1671. It was again damaged in 1940 but the main rooms survived. 
 

Tea and coffee will be served from 10.30am. 
 

Please indicate if you would like to have lunch in the area afterwards. 
 

Tickets: £16 members, £18 guests 
 

Ann Archbold will accompany the group. Please apply to Mrs Jean Lines on the application form 
which is mailed out with the newsletter, leaving the amount blank and stating an upper limit. 

 


